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FortiFlora


Frequently Asked Questions

What are probiotics?

Probiotics are live microorganisms that, when ingested, have a beneficial effect on intestinal function by promoting improved microbial balance.

What is the probiotic in FortiFlora?

The probiotic in FortiFlora is Enterococcus faecium strain SF68.

Why was the microorganism chosen?

SF68 was chosen because it has a long history of safety and beneficial usage in management of both humans and animals with diarrhea.  

How does it work?

FortiFlora helps to re-establish a normal microflora balance in the gastrointestinal tract.  The beneficial bacteria help to nourish the intestinal cells and protect against the colonization by pathogenic bacteria, which can cause diarrhea.  

How quickly will I see results?

In general, the longer the pet has had diarrhea, the longer it will take for probiotics to have a positive effect on gut health.  Animals with acute diarrhea will respond much more quickly than animals with a chronic problem.  In general, FortiFlora should be given once a day for 30 days.  

Is it safe to use FortiFlora in puppies, kittens, or pregnant animals?

Yes. The probiotic in FortiFlora can be safely given to young or pregnant animals and has been shown to help establish a healthy microflora balance in puppies and kittens. 

How often do I use a packet?

FortiFlora should be given with a meal once a day, approximately every 24 hours.

Is there a benefit to adding additional packets to a dog’s/cat’s food?

No additional benefit.

Why do small dogs and large dogs both only get one packet a day…shouldn’t large dogs get more than small dogs?

There is a sufficient level of Enterococcus faecium in every 1-gram packet of FortiFlora to exert a positive effect in any sized dog or cat.

How do you ensure that the “bugs” are alive on delivery?

Purina uses a proprietary microencapsulated microorganism in FlotiFlora.  The microencapsulation ensures that the “bugs” withstand production, handling, storage and shipping.  FortiFlora has undergone extensive testing to be able to guarantee that the “bugs” are not only alive in the supplement when fed, but also arrive in the intestinal tract as viable microorganisms.

What’s the advantage of using FortiFlora over simply adding yogurt to a pet’s food? 

A different probiotic is used to produce yogurt.  Those microorganisms have not been proven to survive passage through the GI tract.

Why did you add vitamins and minerals?

The added antioxidants and vitamin/mineral supplement in FortiFlora help support a strong immune system. 

How do I store it?  Does it need to be refrigerated?

FortiFlora can be stored at room temperature and does not need to be refrigerated.

If FortiFlora packets get hot in the car, are they still good?

Extensive heat will shorten the life of the microorganism.  The exact effect is dependent on the temperature and the length of time.  

What is “animal digest”?

Animal digest is a high protein, highly palatable ingredient, which has been enzymatically digested.  It is often used as a coating on pet food to increase palatability.

If I mix FortiFlora with canned food, how long will the microorganisms survive?

Our testing has shown that the microorganisms in FortiFlora will live at least 24 hours after being mixed with a canned food.

How should FortiFlora be given if my dog/cat is on metronidazole or other antibiotics?

To maximize efficacy, FortiFlora should be given at a different time than the antibiotics (for example, if the antibiotics are given with food, give the FortiFlora at a different time during the meal – give one at the start of the meal, the other at the end of the meal).  It is best to begin feeding FortiFlora before antibiotic treatment to help ensure the maximum level of good bacteria in the intestine and then to continue it after the antibiotics have been stopped.






